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TEACHER AND STUDENT READING
BIOGRAPHY OF GUSTAV SOHON

Photograph of artist Gustav Sohon. As an artist, Sohon was a product
of his time and his depictions of treaty events reflect this. His drawings
and watercolor paintings allow everyone who views them to see,
through his eyes, the treaty councils between the United States
Government and Indian tribes of the Pacific Northwest.

Courtesy of the Sohon Private Collection.

Born in 1825 in Belgium, Gustav Sohon was
educated in Tilsit, Germany. He immigrated
to the United States in 1842, and in the
early 1850s, he enlisted in the U.S. Army.
Upon his enlistment he was stationed in the
west, and eventually found his way to Fort
Steilacoom, Washington Territory. One of his
first assignments was with Lieutenant John
Mullan, who was surveying the country
between the Rocky and Bitterroot Mountains
for the railroad survey led by Isaac Stevens.

Sohon Reaches the Northwest

From that moment on, Sohon witnessed and
contributed to some of the most important
events in the history of the Northwest. As an
army private, he served with the Stevens
railroad survey for over a year before
Washington Territorial Governor Isaac
Stevens noticed his artistic ability. Sohon
traveled with Governor Isaac Stevens on his
historic campaign of 1855: the Treaty Trail,
where he documented events of the journey

and treaty councils with Native American
tribes. Sohon proved to have a flair for
languages, and was soon fluent in the
Flathead and Pend d'Oreille languages. He
could communicate with the Native peoples,
and many allowed him to draw pictures of
them.

Sohon was also a talented painter, who
produced accurate landscapes and vivid
scenes from native life, including the first
panoramic view of the Rocky Mountains and
the earliest-known sketch of the Great Falls
of the Missouri.

What is a landscape?

To an artist, a landscape is art that represents a place
in the natural environment.
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The detail of the painting “Crossing the Bitter Roots, Nov. 1855” by
Gustav Sohon depicts his 1855 journey with the Stevens party through
the Bitterroot Mountains. Two men and several horses or mules are
following a steep trail through a snow-covered landscape.

Courtesy of the Washington State Historical Society.



The End of Army Life

Sohon's five-year enlistment ended in July
1857. He then sought out his earlier friend
and mentor, Lieutenant John Mullan. Mullan
was leading the construction of a military
road from Walla Walla to Fort Benton, and
Sohon surveyed routes and kept track of the
construction
progress. In 1860
Sohon guided the

between the United States Government and
Indian tribes of the Pacific Northwest.

This painting by Sohon,

first wagon party to =
cross the Rocky and
Bitterroot Mountains
to the Columbia ,
Plateau by a route
other than the more
commonly used
Overland Trail.
When Mullan's Road
was complete,
Sohon went with
him to Washington,
DC, to assist in the
preparation of
topographical data,
maps, and
illustrations for a
report on the road's
construction. He
never returned to
the Northwest.

Marriage and
Family

“Bloods Come into Council,
Blackfoot Country, 18557,
portrays the artist’s
perspective of a scene at the
Blackfeet Council with four
Blood Indians riding into
camp on horseback. Two
men in the foreground, one
carrying a large American
flag and shooting a gun into
the air. The other man also
has a firearm and is holding
the bottom corner of the
flag. In the background are
two women on horseback.
One horse is pulling a
travois. Both women's
horses have decorated
collars or martingales.
Courtesy of the Washington
State Historical Society.

In April 1863,
Gustav Sohon and
Julianna Groh were
married. For a brief
time they lived in San Francisco, where
Sohon ran a photography studio. Several
years later, they returned to Washington,
DC, where Sohon disappeared from public
life, running a shoe business and raising a
large family with Julianna. He died on
September 9, 1903.

As an artist, Sohon was a product of his time
and his depictions of treaty events reflect
this. His drawings and watercolor paintings
allow everyone who views them to see,
through his eyes, the treaty councils
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Sketch of Spokan Garry of the Spokane Indian tribe by artist
Gustav Sohon done on May 27, 1855. The signature on the
illustration is by Garry himself.

Courtesy of the Washington State Historical Society.

Spokan Garry was born in 1811.
Although his boyhood name is not
known, we know that early traders
mistook his father’s name, lllim-
Spokanee, for the name of the tribe.
In this way, the Sma-hoo-men-a-ish
people became known as the Middle
Spokanes. Garry grew up around the
white traders who built their post near
his tribe, so he was very familiar with
the "King George" men (the British)
and the "Bostons" (the Americans).

Garry Goes to School and Returns
At the age of fourteen, Garry was
selected as one of two boys from the
surrounding tribes to be sent to the
Red River School at Fort Garry,
sponsored by the Hudson's Bay
Company and run by the Church
Missionary Society of the Church of
England. There Garry learned history,
geography, religious studies, and he
learned to read and speak English and
French.

BIOGRAPHY OF SPOKAN GARRY (1811-1892)

In 1828, at the age of eighteen, Garry
traveled the 1800-mile trip back to the
Spokane River. The encroachment of
the white population on the tribes of
the Northwest put stress on their
traditional religious beliefs. The tribe
accepted the Christian teachings
brought back by Garry upon his return
and combined them with their
traditional beliefs.

When George Gibbs traveled through
the area, he described how Spokan
Garry appeared to him:

Garry himself accompanied us to the
forks of the Spokane, where his band
usually reside. A few lodges, chiefly
old men and women, were there at
the time. His own, in neatness and
comfort, was far beyond any we had
seen. His family were dressed in the
costume of the whites, which in fact
now prevails over their own. Many of
the Spokanes, besides their
intercourse with the fort, visit the
American settlements, where they
earn money by occasional work, most
of which is spent in clothing, blankets,
&c. The chief offered us the hospitality
of his house with much cordiality - a
cup of tea or coffee and bread.

A detail of the signature of Spokan Garry.
Courtesy of the Washington State Historical Society.



The Coming of the American
Missionaries

When missionaries arrived in the area,
rather than building on Garry’s
teachings, they began attacking the
way he understood Christianity. This
conflict led Garry to give up his school
and public preaching. He also stopped
wearing white man's clothing,
gradually returning to traditional dress
and activities, many of which did not
meet the approval of the Missionaries.

Washington Becomes a Territory
On October 17, 1853, Garry was
summoned to a meeting with newly-
appointed Governor of Washington
Territory, Isaac Stevens, who was
making his way east from Olympia,
the new territorial capital. Garry
surprised Stevens by
carrying on a lengthy
and fluent conversation
that evening, in both
English and French.
Garry was uncertain of
Stevens’ intent with
regard to the Indians,
so he remained as
noncommittal as

thought you spoke bad. Then
I thought when you said that,
you would strike the Indian to

pleaded for no action against the
whites until they could talk to
Governor Stevens.

The Treaty council with Spokan Garry
and the Spokane Tribe was the last
treaty council of 1855. Stevens,
hearing about the outbreak of war
while traveling back from Blackfeet
country, arrived suddenly in the
Spokane village on the evening of
November 27, and surprised the
Spokanes by demanding an instant
decision for war or peace.

When the chiefs of the Spokane,
Coeur d'Alenes, Colvilles were
assembled, along with some French
Canadians, Stevens opened the
council and promised friendship.
Stevens then urged that

RV AERRYOIR S Aol uc-c kil the tribes relinquish
speak, you said the
Wallawallas, Cayuses, and
Umatillas were to move onto
the Nez Perce Reservation,
and that the Spokanes were to
move there also. Then |

lands and move to
reservations.

Garry had been
appointed spokesman for
the tribes. He delivered
a long and passionate
speech revealing the

possible on the issues. the heart.” Indians' point of view.
Stevens and the SRS oo ChUNeE ARl This speech left Stevens,
Treaties Sl EUCROGILMIN  for the first time in the

In Spring of 1855,
Spokan Garry attended
the Walla Walla Treaty Council as an
observer. The Yakama tribe was one
of several tribes signing treaties at
this time. A few days after the treaty
an announcement published in a
newspaper encouraged a stream of
pioneers to east of the Cascades and
settle on Yakama land. The Yakamas
decided to fight to keep whites out of
their territory and recruited other
tribes to help them. Many of the
younger Spokanes joined. Garry

treaty process, on the
defensive. Of all the
councils held by Stevens with the
Indians, the Spokane Council was the
only one that failed to produce a
signed treaty.

The Later Years

As the white settlers poured into the
region in the years following the Civil
War, Garry tried to protect himself
and his followers by continually
seeking to secure a treaty with the
Government and preserve a portion of



his country for his tribe. This, he felt,
had been promised by Governor
Stevens. In 1881 the Spokane
reservation was created as a
subdivision of the Colville Agency.

The following year, while Garry and
his family were at a temporary fishing
camp, trespassers took possession of
his own farm, which he had fenced
and cultivated for many years. Garry
tried to recover his land through the
legal system. Shortly before his death,
a final judgment was made against his
claim of ownership; his home, valued
at $2,500, passed into the hands of
another man with no compensation
made to Garry or his family.

On January 14, 1892, Spokane Garry
died in poverty. Today many
members of the Spokane Tribe reside
on the Spokane Indian Reservation.
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BIOGRAPHY OF
ISAAC INGALLS STEVENS
Portrait of Isaac Stevens,
first Governor of
Washington Territory
(March 25, 1818—
September 1, 1862).

Courtesy Washington State
Historical Society.

A small man of
large ambition
and keen
intelligence,
Isaac Stevens
made a large
impact on the military and political
institutions of the 19th century. Although
his family was among the earliest settlers
of Andover and the Massachusetts Bay
Colony, and played a prominent role in
colonial society, Stevens insisted that "he
rose from humble but honest
circumstances to win education, forge a
career, and emerge as a figure of national
prominence.”

Education and Early Military
Experience

Following his education at Phillips
Academy in Massachusetts, Stevens
attended West Point Academy, where he
graduated in 1839, first in his class. His
skills in mathematics, engineering,
surveying, military strategy, and politics
earned him a job in the prestigious Corps
of Engineers, a government agency
responsible at that time for the largest
public works projects.

As an officer in the War with Mexico
(1846-48), he had his first taste of
combat. He returned home with a
commission promoting him to the rank of
major, and convinced of his country's

"manifest destiny."” Stevens returned to
the Corps of Engineers for a time, later

joining the newly established U.S. Coast
and Geodetic Survey. This was the
agency destined to map the nation and
its newly acquired territories.

Stevens' Political Career Begins

His active support of Democrat Franklin
Pierce's 1852 candidacy for President
launched his own political career. In 1853
Stevens successfully applied to President
Pierce for the governorship of the new
Washington Territory, a post that also
carried the title of Superintendent of
Indian Affairs. Not content with just two
jobs, Stevens also lobbied for a position
with the proposed transcontinental
railroad survey. Secretary of War
Jefferson Davis placed him in command
of the survey of the northern route.

Stevens's survey expedition left
Minnesota in June 1853. The expedition
was responsible for documenting the
potential route of the railroad, and
recording information about the flora,
fauna, and the Native American tribes
whose homelands were being surveyed.

Wasting no time, Governor Stevens
quickly organized a territorial
government, settled claims by the British-
owned Hudson's Bay Company, expended
$5,000 for books to set up a territorial
library, and petitioned Congress for land
on which to build a university. However,
it would be his duties as Superintendent
of Indian Affairs that would truly define
his long-term impact on the future State
of Washington.

In June of 1854, leaving acting Governor
Charles Mason and the new legislature in
charge, Stevens returned to the nation's



capital to lobby for money to cover the
remaining debts from the railroad survey
expedition, and to secure funding for the
Indian treaty councils. He returned home
with money to build military roads and
funding for the treaty councils.

Stevens immediately plunged into the
task of organizing the councils. He
intended to make treaties with the
Indians to secure the necessary resources
for building the railroad
and to obtain land
sought by the ever-
increasing stream of
settlers flowing into the
region. His agents had
already been visiting
the various Indian
villages, selecting
individuals to represent
each tribe.

The Medicine Creek
Council

On the day after
Christmas in 1854,
Stevens held his first
treaty council at
Medicine Creek in the
Nisqually Delta. The
Nisqually, Puyallup,
Steilacoom, Squaxin,
and other tribes, were
informed in advance
of the upcoming
negotiations. They
were anticipating fair payment for land
settlers had already appropriated, and a
reservation of land that would sustain
their families and future generations.

What the tribes received were several
widely separated small reservations.
These brought different tribal bands
together, but allowed the tribes to
continue to fish, hunt, and gather food
and other supplies in their usual
accustomed places outside the
reservations. The government also
pledged to provide schools, blacksmith

This pair of epaulets in a metal case once
belonged to Isaac Stevens. The epaulets are
made of board covered with fabric and leather. A
fringe made of coils of gold wire is attached
around the outer edges. At the center of each
epaulet is the symbol of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers in the shape of a castle. Courtesy
Washington State Historical Society.

shops, carpenters, and medical care. In
return, the United States acquired 2.5
million acres of tribal land.

Understandably pleased at the positive
outcome of the Medicine Creek Treaty,
Stevens prematurely speculated that if
the whole treaty program proceeded as
smoothly, all the tribes would soon be on
reservations. However, his lack of
understanding of native culture led him to
make some serious
mistakes. He did not
understand that Indian
leaders had limited powers
to represent their tribes,
nor did he recognize that
there would be resistance
to moving tribes, who had
traditionally been
enemies, onto a single
reservation.

News of the western
treaties had quickly
passed to the eastern
Washington tribes, along
with sad tales from the
nation's interior and
eastern states concerning
the plight of the tribes in
those regions. The
Indians were aware that
their lands had been
ceded, and that just
compensation and the
promised services had
not been received from the "Great
Father" in Washington, DC. They were
understandably wary of Stevens and the
treaty proceedings.

The Walla Walla Council

Although the Nez Perce, traditionally
friendly to the whites, readily agreed to
attend the Walla Walla Council, the
Yakama, Walla Walla, and Cayuse bands
were initially very reluctant to participate.
Despite their misgivings, however, the
Council formally convened on May 29,



1855. with thousands of tribal members Nicandri, David L. Northwest Chiefs: Gustav Sohon's View
’ of the 1855 Stevens Treaty Councils. Tacoma:

in attendance. Washington State Historical Society, 1986.

The Civil War

When the Civil War broke out, Stevens
offered his services to the Union
government. He met his death fighting in
the battle of Chantilly—the battle in which
his son, Hazard, was also wounded—on
September 1, 1862.
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CHRONOLOGY AND LOCATION OF
TREATY COUNCILS EAST OF THE
CASCADES

Washington Territory Governor Isaac
Stevens intended to make treaties with
the Indians to secure the necessary
resources for building the railroad and to
obtain land sought by the ever-increasing
stream of settlers flowing into the region.

The Walla Walla Treaty Council:
Walla Walla Valley

News of the western treaties had quickly
passed to the eastern Washington tribes,
along with sad tales from the nation's
interior and East concerning the plight of
the tribes in those regions. Washington
tribes were aware that Indian lands had
been ceded, but fair compensation and
services had not been received in
exchange for lands. They were
understandably wary of Stevens and the
treaty proceedings.

Although the Nez Perce, traditionally
friendly to the whites, readily agreed to
attend the Walla Walla Council, the
Yakama, Walla Walla, and Cayuse bands
were initially very reluctant to participate.
Despite their misgivings, however, the
Council formally convened on May 29,
1855, with thousands of tribal members
in attendance.

The chiefs at the Walla Walla Council
were firm, businesslike negotiators, sure
of their strength and confident in their
negotiating skills. When faced with the
inevitable decline of their way of life, they
sought to gain the best treaty terms
possible. Stevens was forced to make
compromises, and the Walla Walla Treaty
was signed by all the tribes present.
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Bloods Come Into Council, Blackfoot County, 1855 by
Gustav Sohon is the artist’s interpretation of a scene
at the Blackfeet Council with four Blood Indians riding
into camp on horseback. Two men are shown in the
foreground, one carrying a large American flag and
shooting a gun into the air.
Washington State Historical Society Collections.

The Walla Walla, Cayuse and Umatilla
Treaty Council:

Mill Creek, Washington

Treaty signed: June 9", 1855

Tribes: Cayuse, Umatilla

The Yakama Treaty Council:

Mill Creek, Washington

Treaty signed: June 9™ 1855
Tribes: Yakama, Palouse, Pisquouse,
Wenatshapam, Klikatat, Klinquit, Kow-
was-say-ee,

Li-ay-was, Skin-pah, Wish-ham, Shyiks,
Ochechotes,Yakama, Palouse Pisquouse
Wenatshapam, Klikatat

The Nez Perce Treaty Council:
Mill Creek, Washington
Treaty signed: June 11,1855
Tribe: Nez Perce



Hell Gate Treaty Council:

Missoula, Montana

Proceeding further east, into what is now
Montana, Stevens met with the Flathead,
Salish, Pend d'Oreille, and Kootenai
tribes. These tribes were under constant
attack by the Blackfeet Indians, so
Stevens promised that he would procure
easement rights from the Blackfeet to
allow the tribes to hunt on the plains east
of the Rocky Mountains.

Once again, Stevens's misunderstanding
of tribal culture created conflict at the
proceedings, and angry words were
exchanged before an agreement was
finally reached.

Treaty signed: July 16" 1855
Tribes: Flathead, Kootenay,Upper Pend
d'Oreilles

The Blackfeet Treaty Council:

Fort Benton, Montana

Three tribes comprised the Blackfeet
Nation—the Blackfeet of the north, the
Piegan, and the Blood. These three,
sharing kinship ties, customs, a common
language, and traditional enemies, were
collectively the most powerful and feared
tribes of the region. They actively
resisted the activities of American
explorers and fur traders.

Fifty-nine chiefs attended the Blackfeet
Council, including delegates from tribes
west of the Bitterroot Mountains. Three
thousand five hundred Blackfeet, Nez
Perce, Flathead, Salish, Kootenai, and
Pend d'Oreille Indians attended the
council, and once again Stevens
persuaded the tribes to sign a treaty with
the United States.

Treaty signed: October 17
Tribes: Blackfoot Nation: Piegan,
Blood, Blackfeet, Gros Ventres
Flathead Nation: Flathead, Pend
d'Oreille, Kootenay, Nez Perce

War Breaks Out

Twelve days after the Walla Walla Treaty
was signed but before it was ratified by
Congress, the Oregon Weekly Times
prematurely published this
announcement: "By an express provision
of the treaty, the country embraced by
the cession (lands given up by the
Indians) and not included in the
reservation is open to settlement...” This
announcement sent streams of settlers
and gold seekers to lands east of the
Cascades, igniting outrage among the
tribes and eventually driving the Yakamas
to war against the intruders.

While Stevens was still returning from the
Blackfeet Council, he learned of warfare
in the Territory. Proceeding on through
the Bitterroot Mountains and into the
Spokane River valley, Stevens demanded
a council with the chiefs of the Spokane,
Coeur d'Alene, Colville, and Isle de Pierre
tribes.

The Spokane Treaty Council

Dec. 5™, 1855

The Spokane Council was unique: of the
four councils held in the eastern part of
the Territory, this was the only one that
did not produce a treaty. Stevens had a
true dialog with an Indian leader, Spokan
Garry who had been educated by the
Hudson's Bay Company mission school
and spoke excellent English. His wisdom
and command of the language placed
Stevens in defensive position. Although
no treaty was signed, Stevens counted
the council as a minor victory since it had
secured a promise from the Spokane that
they would not join with the Yakamas to
create an alliance against settlers.
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