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The Questions

Imagine that you can travel back in time to the 1850’s in 
Washington Territory.  While you are there, you are given 
the chance to interview the Nisqually leader, Leschi.  What 
kinds of questions do you want to ask him?  What do you 
think he will say to you?

Using the information you have gained from your readings 
and your timeline, write an imaginary interview with Les-
chi.  You will want to show your audience who Leschi was 
and what it was like to live in Washington Territory dur-
ing this time period.  Use your imagination to ask creative 
questions and create answers based on what you think he 
would have actually said.

Use the space on the right to brainstorm 
and think of some of the questions you 

might want to ask Leschi.

Stuck?  
Start with the following ideas:

• How did the Nisqually people live?
   (What sort of foods did they eat?    
   Where did they live?)
• What kinds of people did Leschi  
   meet?  (Remember to have him talk 
   about more than one group of peo
   ple.)
•What happened when the settlers 
  came?
• How did the treaty change Leschi’s 
    life?
• What happened after the treaty?  

What other questions can you think of?  
Write them down and then pick from 

these questions to create your interview!
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